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itself, the wider meaning is considered and deeper critical thinking encouraged. 1, 3 In contrast with other medical specialties, the interpretation of visual signs and gross pathology remains key to dermatological practice. 4 Diagnostic accuracy may be increased by careful observation without preconceptions. 4 Thus, description of lesions in dermatological practice may be considered as "the expression of pathological art". 5 On this basis we believe dermatologists should have fluent VL skills, which could be developed throughout their training.
Randomised studies in medical schools in the United States have shown significantly improved visual diagnostic skills among course participants through the use of artwork in VL teaching. 6, 7 To our knowledge, no such training has previously been reported in UK dermatology. We developed a pilot course to investigate the benefit of VL training for trainee dermatologists. 
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There was no significant difference in mean +/-standard deviation observations for clinical images (Controls: 12.67 +/-3.79; Participants: 13.25 +/-2.50; p = 0.81) or artwork (Controls: 43.00 +/-10.54, Participants 60.75 +/-18.41; p = 0.2). However, this would be expected due to the small sample sizes and relative under powering of the study.
The VTS teaching method was developed by Housen and Yenawine using artwork to stimulate deeper critical thinking, build relationships and improve VL. 3 Successful arts education of medical students in the United States has been performed using VTS. 6, 7 Dermatology residents have anecdotally been documented to improve their performance during Grand Rounds following a single session interpreting artwork, but no formal assessment has previously been made of the impact on dermatology practice. 9 This pilot study was limited by the small sample size. Also, it was not possible to match the course attendees and the control group accurately. Finally, evaluation was performed directly after the last session of the course, which did not allow for longerterm reflection on its impact. For the first time, dermatology trainees in the UK were exposed to structured VL training, aiming to enhance their descriptive and clinical observational skills. The results of this innovative pilot study are encouraging, and it is hoped further course development may evolve into a national network of specialist VL training for dermatologists. We believe that ongoing collaboration with the arts will enhance dermatology training in years to come.
